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A LETTER TO A FRIEND, to fill the place for which re was io primarily designed, 

ON WHAT IS COMMONLY DENOMINATED in the creation of God. Whereas it would seem from 
The “FALL of ADAM.” the nature of things, that a creature with the sate 
powers of body and mind that man possesses, was 

wanting to complete the six days’ work of the Creator. 
When we are told, there teas not a man fo till the 
ground, the meaning is, that a hushbandman was neces- 
sary. When God created and formed man, and gave 
him universal dominioh on earth, he was, as far as we 
can discover, like the human family in general, 
infancy to mauhood; such a creature as all the rest of 
the creation needed, to render it complete. So far 
then, every thing appears in harmony with every thing 
about it. Hence, no sooner was man created than 


IN WHICH ALL HIS POSTERITY IS SUPPOSED TO HAVE 
CAUGHT THE DISORDER—CALLED, 
* ORIGINAL SIN.” 


By Georcr TRATCHER, LATE Justicr or THE 
SupREME JupicrAt Court or 


0 
MASSACHUSETTS. ow 


My Dear Sir,—-Notwithstanding you refused to send 
BaLtovu’s Sermon on the New Birra, and} 
‘hreatened me, upon the peril of your vengeance, not 


> read it, | have obtained it and perused it twice, in| God blessed him, and commanded him to be frusiful, 
ess time than the printer set the types fora page; | to multiply and replenish the earth, and to subdue it. 
ind have proceeded thus far in punishing you for dis- | God pronounced every thing he had made to be very 
ybedience to my orders; but what the length of the | good; and indeed, it would be very strange were it 
yunishment will be, I cannot now foresee. However, | otherwise, there being no lack of wisdom, power, or 
| do not mean you shall do, as too many have done.— | goodness in the Creator. Adam was made in the im- 
complain that, as a Judge, I am too lenient and merci- age of his Maker, because he was to have dominion and 
‘ul. So prepare yourself for forty stripes, save one ;| exercise power over other creatures, as wéll as to re- 
e. for thirty-nine pages large folio, small type. i ceive laws and rules to regulate his own conduct.— 
Ou reading the Sermon by friend Ballou, it immed-| Now the whole duty of man may be deduced from the 
‘ately occurred to my mind, that this new birth or re- | two commands given him at creation, viz. to be fruit- 
generation is Geclared by the orthodox, to be the in- | ful aud multiply and replenish (he earth, and to sub- 
stantaneous effect of divine miraculous power on the | due it. And I verily believe thatafew sensible dis- 
beart, and absolutely necessary to remove or cure the | courses, developing and applying the original meaning 
moral disorder, which was occasioned by Adam’s Fall, pedeeres three or four words, would have a more direct 
and communicated by ordinary generation to all his | tendency to lead people in the true path of their des- 


me Mr. 





means ‘adapted to o their condition. Let us proceed te 
the account given of them in the garden. 

How long Adam resided there before Eve was pre- 
sented to him, we are not informed. But he had been 
so far notified of her formation, and the end for which 
she was made, he was not at all surprised, but aptly 
named her woman ; because she was taken from man. 
Though unclothed, they had not the sensations and re- 
flections of those brought up in civilized society, under 
similar circumstances. 

‘The third chapter of Genesis opens with a declar- 
ation of (he uncommon subtilty of the Serpent, of whom 
this is the first mention, The conversation between 
the serpent and Eve follows, respecting the fordidden 
fruit; from which it appears that the mother of our 
race was forbidden to fouch, as wellas to eal the fruit 
of the interdicted tree. The serpent had a pretty cor- 
rect idea of the immediate effects of the tree, and said, 
when ye shall have eaten thereof your eyes shall be op- 
ened, and ye shall be as Gods, knowing good and evil ; 
and the result was as predicted. (See verse 6 and 22.) 

One thing by the way is certain, viz. as neither 
Adam nor Eve did die a natural death on the day of 
transgression, we must conclude something different 
was meant by the punishmeuvt threatened. And how 
can we so well ascertain what it was, as by looking 
at the consequences which actually and immediately 
followed the transgression? When God said, In the 
day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die, he mus 
evidently mean what did really take place, as the ef. 
fect of disobeying the prohibition; so that when that 





sterity. Hence it is of vast importance in the sci-| tination, as rational beings, than all the spiritual com 
ence of ethics, as well as theology, for every man to 
be sati-Ced in his own mind, whether there be any | posed, first by Jews and then by Christians. 
ground from scripture and reason, to helieve there was few words, be fruiful and mulliply, replenish and sub- 
an aclion, event, or any thing whatever, in the liie of 


old Adam, on which can ie predicated sach a change 
in his heart. mind and constitution, as a man, anda 
father of a race of creatures like himself, as the above 
doctrine of the Fall charges upon him. 

Adam, it is c »ntended, before the supposed fall, was 
perfectly holy, just and pure ; a fit companion for any of 
the heavenly inhabitants ; his intellectual powers were 
strong and bright; his affections pure and his whole 
heart devoted in love to God and good will to man.— 


But immediately after the fall, his heart, affections | 
and whole moral frame became changed ond corrupt- | pieces, or die. 
ed—his intellects weakened, and his conscience, or heartening in this; for, asa 


sense of right avd wrong d: arkened, so that he could | 
only associate with devils and damned spirits. Indeed, 
Adam was so changed and fallen from the elevated 
rank for which he was originally made, that he was 
unable to perform any duty whatever, as he might have 
done before. My friend, this, if true, is an awful sit- 
uation for poor old Adam, and his unborn race ; for 
the same divines tell us, that he being unclean, no 
clean thing could descend from hin. Well, how is 
this fact, according to evidence? If this Full of adam 
took place during a period of which we have any his- 
torical account, some mention would have been made 
of it. Believing this to be an indisputable fact, I have 
examined the first chapters of Genesis, where all that 
is known historically of Adam and his conduct, is re- 
corded; and I shall endeavor to lay before you an ab- 
stract of my discoveries, relating to the common doc- 
trines of original sin, total depravity, and the conse- 
quent inability to do any thing pleasing to God. 
From the great change for the worse which is sup- 

posed to have taken place in our first parent, we should | 
be led to conclude, that he must have been very unfit | 











| ments, on the book of Caniicles that have been com- | ¢ffect is assertainmed, according to the record, the mean- 


Those | ing of the threal will be equally clear. 
Now 1 do most solemnly call on you, my dear friend, 
due the earth, as connected with the natural state of | and all who may read this letter, of whatever denom- 
Adam, include all the duties of social life, and impose | |ination, to lay aside all preconceived notions about 
the obligations of education in the useful arts and sci-| | Adam’s fall, and attend toa piece of ancient history, 
ences, as they become necessary in the increasing state | in which an account of it, if it were true, would be re- 
of the world. The earth is not yet wholly subdued, | | | corded ; ; and as the narration of the facts is short, you 
nor replenished with so many inhabitants as it might | are requested to receive your ideas as directly {rom it 
be made to support; consequently, men cannot plead as possible ; ; and not deceive yourself by associating 
exemption from those primary injunctions. with the words and phrases of the historian, all the no- 
Man was originally made of the dust of the earth ;| tious and dogmas which theologians have supposed him 
which is good evidence that he was mortal, and like | to teach. I shall begin with the 7th verse of the 3d 


all other organised bodies, must, in time decay, fall in | | chapter, and learn the effect of the first sin, on the man 
and woman, 


But, my friend, there is nothing dis- | 
The immediate effect of the first transgression, as#e- 


a miracle made man at first, | 


so another may raise him again; aud ef this christians | clared in Genes.s, chapter 3d, was, that the eyes of 


‘have very encouraging hopes. them both, Adam and Eve, were opened, and they 


What took place before creation, we are wholly un- knew they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves 
able to conceive; but as soon as man was created | together for aprons, &c. &c. Then follows the de- 


land provided with an help-meet, the laws of nature claration of the sentence against them for disobeying 





their’ Maker, which, be it what it may, is all which 
was originally intended by the denunciation—in the 
No more miracles were then wrought, than what were | day that thou eatest thercof thou shall surely die. These 
necessary to answer particular purposes. When Ad- | 4Fe the words of the sentence, viz. ‘ But to the wo- 
am was first formed, we may suppose he was like what ‘man he said, | will greatly multiply thy sorrow and 
we call a corpse, till the Creator breathed into his nos- thy conception ; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth child- 
trils, or inflated his lungs with air; when he became Te} and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he 
a living soul or animal. But we are not free from dif- shall! rule ota: thee.” Now if we look at the contents 
§culties ; for the new-born son, or child, had no human , of verses 16 and 17, in which the laws and terms under 
nurse, no father or mother to nourish and protect him ; which they lived and acted, are promulgated, we 
and without an immediate miracle he must have per- must consider the final sentence passed, according to 
judicial proceedings. And what is it? Does it order’ 
the woman to be hung, stoned or burnt to ashes, or in 


were put in operation, and, what is called the ordinary | 
providence of God, commenced, as to human beings. 


ished. For whether Adam was born of the size of an 
infant, of a youth, or a man, he may be considered , hes, 
helpless, as others would be, unless miraculously pro- *¥Y other way deprived of natural life, which is the 
common acceptation of the word death? Much less 
does it denounce an eternity of misery in an invisible 
state, where is neither marriage, raultiplication nor’ 


vided for. But I think it most rational to contemplate , 
the Deity as the provident father and guardian of the 
new-born children, instructing and educating them by 
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conception. ‘Certainly ‘not. The simple declaration | make a difference between the sins of t by 
i i- ‘angeli wns ; the iniquities of the for- 

is, that her sorrows and conceptions would be multi | ple and evangelical ch ras lice is ; riq ae 
|mer are ful! blooded sins, those of the latter are bacn- 


plied ; which must imply that if she had not Gaabey- | er DP ee Ee a 
ed, some inconvenience would have been endured ; | slidings of the saints, Hence, | it © Gesira é apg 
otherwise it would be like multiplying a mere cypher. aud escape with impunity, there is a peculiar advan- 
liad the penalty been that Eve should have remained ' tage in being regenerate. But what most surprises me 


childless, 1 think it would have been still more severe 5 | is, that the professedly regenerate will gloss over their 
and she might have murmured as did a venerable lady transgressions by boasting of the depravity of their na- 
of eld—give me children or I shall die. ‘ture; and acknowledge in their matins a repetition of 

The other part of the declaration—‘‘ thy desire shall | the same offences, of which, in their vespe rs they con- 
be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee,” ex- | fe ssed themselves every moment guilty. It seems as 
presses nothing harsh or improper. It simply sapliod | henge the erangelicals rested their hopes of heaven 
that she should prefer him to all others, and that he and happiness, on sinning and repenting, praying and 
was authorized to be the first among equals. No virtu- | confessing ; and the more numerous and aggravated 
ous weman worthy,to be called an help-meet, would wish the crimes, the more certain of being forgiven and sav- 
to have the sentence reversed ; and no man who main- | ed, if they thus persevere, aud repent as often as is Con- 
tains his proper dignity will abuse a privilege a7 | VeRp I cannot but suspect that some of those self- 
which he is to take the prudential lead in the arduous | deceived souls would dread the thou ) 
and difficult coneerns of life. | considerable space of time without sinning in word, 

Next comes the sentence upon Adam. “And untoAdam thought, or deed, lest they should seem to rely on hu- 
besaid, because thouhast hearkened unto the voice of thy | man works, and not on the merits of Christ, for justifi- 
wife, and eaten the fruit | commanded thee not to eat, | cation, for such terms are in the mouths of the evan- 
cursed is the ground for thy sake ; in sorrow shalt £¢ licals as the sine qua non of their soundness in the 
thou eat ofit all the days of thy life. Thorns and) faith. And may we not suppose that the un-degener- 
thistles shall it bring forth unto thee, and thou shalt | ate pair, previous to their fall, were equally orthodox 
eat the herb of the field; in the sweat of thy face shalt in the faith, and reasoned in a somewhat similar man- 
thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground ; for) ner, when tempted, as the regenerate now do; con- 
out of it wast thou taken ; dust thou art and unto 
dust thou shalt return.”’> Here we have the whole 
sentence in detail; and I think we are authorized to 
say that natural death isnopartofit. The last clause, 
which has been supposed to support that idea, is) 
found to speak a different language. The reason for 
Adam’s return to the ground, is not that he had sinned, 
but, *“*Because dust thou art, and unto dust thou shalt 
return.” That nothing has been seen, which at al! 
answers to the popular doctrine concerning Zhe Full, | 
must be evident to every reflecting person. They | 
were deprived of many advantages and joys which ,; and condemnation of all Adam’s unborn race, uules 
would have been enjoyed, had they continued sinless; 2” infinite atonemeut should be made to ensure the 
but what they were, it is not my present business to, /O7g/veness, (as it is strangely called,) and salvation of 
specify. Suffer me to press home the question, dear a select few, how can we account for the very singu- 
Sir ; What is there in all the above of the ‘Fall of. lar words of the Creator ;—** Behold the mau has he- 
Adam,” “‘original sin” **total depravity,” and the like ? come as one of us, to know good and evil.”? Was it 
What have we seen to justify the belief that Adam’s ‘infinitely criminal in Adam and Ive to know good fron 
partaking of the forbidden fruit, contaminated the soul, 
heart or mind of his unborn posterity? How can you 


=a 








though they were depraved by nature? If this is not 
uncharitable, I will go one step further, and ask 


has not tended to immorality, in many cases, even from 


the shane. fear, guilt and misery which it produced in 
‘them, that they viewed it in a heinous light. But! 
will proceed with the narrative. 

If the first sin was infinite and involved the guil 


f 
‘ 


| 1) . . . . - 
}evil? to distinguish right from wrong? what would do 
‘them good from what would injure them? or to gai: 


MAGAZINE 


he world’s peo- 


ghts of living any | 


cluding that their crimes would not be so criminal, as_ 


| whether such orthodoxy, according to their own views, | 


the beginning? Whether the sin of Adam and Eve was | 
in reality great or small, it is not to be gathered from! 


make it appear, from ‘he account in Genesis, that the 
aatural offspring of sinful Adam, were naturally sin- 


' by experience such knowledge or anticipation of the 
| ordinary course of nature and providence, as to be able 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE 


SMOOTH PREACHING. 


Isaiah xxx. 10, “* Which say to the Scers, 
| 


SEE Nor: 
and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things 
’ 


| speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits.” 


| 
{ This passage has been often used to reflect a 


SUspi- 
(cious color on 


what is now called smooth preaching, 
and to vindicate the propriety of a more terrific kind 
of religious instruction. When hearers Stow weary of 
being told that they are totally depraved, and heirs of 
endless woe, they are solemnly rebuked for joinin 
with the aucient Jews, and saying to their faithful 
ministers, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak un- 
| fo us smooth things, prophesy deceits, and especially, 
\ifa preacher comes along, who teaches that God is 
Love, and that he is equally good vnto all; that all 
mankind are his children, and that he is in reality a 
Father unto them,—the cry is immediately raised, 
smooth Preaching, smooth Preaching ! 

Such opposers forget, or perhaps never knew, that 
the Gospel itself is but another expression for glad tid. 
They are too thoughtless to reflect that if pro- 





mos. 
claiming good tidings of great joy which shall be unto 
all people, be in any manner wrong, it is God, and not 





nan, that must answer for it, before their tribanal.— 
What a clamorous life wou'd these modern opposers 
have led, had they lived when Christ sent out bis 
twelve aposties and seveuty disciples with orders to 
pronounce peace upon every city and honse into which 
they entered! ** Peace, Peace, unto bim that is far off, 
and to him that is near, saith the Lord; aud! wil! heal 


hiwn.”? 


r 
=9 


which the 
Jews called for, according to the passage at the head 
oi these remarks, had no reterence to any thing that 


The smooth and deceitful prophesyin 


‘xists at the present day. It was altogether of a po- 


} 
re 


litical nature, and related wholly to national concerns, 


as the read: 


the 


porcetve, ly examining the preced- 


ing part ol chapter trom whch the passage is tak- 


en. ‘The Jews ave there reproved for trusting in the 


shadow of Keypt. and strengthening themselves in the 


trength of bharaoh, the Egyptian king. They are 


I that Paaraoh and Lgypt, in whom they trust- 


then to' 


, should prove their shame and contusion; for that 


would despise a people so small and wesk as 


ithe Jews. 


In order to understand the whole of this subject, it 











ners, any more than I can, that the children of mur- | to foresee the probable effects of actions and events, 
derous Cain, were all naturally murderers? 
the time and labor of writing much on this point, let ; my friend, that this act of Adam and Eve should have 
me entreat you to lay aside your orthodoxy for a short such a damning effect on his ofispring, since the 
time, and examine it with all possible impartiality. /Cipal thing which the Creator apprehended was, that 
You will find, upon due examination, that the sin of they would put forth their hands and take of the tree 
Cain was the greatest of the two, and would have con- of lite, and live (in the Garden) forever, or to the end 
stituted a more plausible pretext for damning all suc- of life. The meaning of which appears to be this; iu- 
ceeding generations, than that which clerical blindness | stead of remaining in a state of infancy and helpless- 
has unfortunately selected. And then again, I want | "ess, they were to go forth in‘o the wide world, and by 
you to inform me, if you can, how it comes to pass that |!abor, industry and economy provide tor themselves 
ason, born with a nature wholly corrupt, should ex- They must build houses, raise provision and mauufac- 
perience more compunction of conscience in acting | ture their garments. ae 

naturally, than his father did in sacrificing perfect ho- i fo be Continued.) 

liness to sensual or sinful gratification? Of what ad- 
vantage was it to Adam and Eve to possess a nature 
perfectly holy and pure, since, according to the eran- 
gelical system, as it is called, they yielded to the first 
temptation, without making so much resistance as ma- 
ny of their fallen children have done, though not re- 
generated ? 

But it appears that orthodox people, after the sup- 
posed regeneration of their whole nature, are ina state 
somewhat like that of our first parents ; for, in the first 
place, we find them quite as frequently guilty of what 
we call heinous crimes, as the morally good are; and 
in the second place, they exhibit as much ingenuity ip 
excusing themselves and palliating the enormity of 
‘heir offences, as the pair did in old Eden. They 


prip- 





TECUMSEH, 

A gentleman of high standing in Virginia gave me 
the following, as related to him by the officer who was 
the subject of it. This officer, in a skirmish with a 
party of British and Indiaus, in the late war, was se- 
verely wounded and unable to rise. ‘Two Indians 
rushed towards him tosecure his scalp as their prey. 
One appeared to be a chief warrior, and was clad in 

The hatchet was uplifted to give 


s 


a British uniform, 
the fatal biow.—The thought passed his mind that 
some of the chieis were Masons, and members of 
travelling Lodges in the British army. He gave a 
masonic sign. It stayed the arm of the savage war- 
rior. The hatchet fell harmless to the ground—The 
Indian sprang forward, caught him in bis arms-—aad 
the endearing title of BRoTHER 
[t was Tecumseh. 





To save | as they were daily taking place? It seems impossible, | 


, 


fell trom his lips. | 


’ 


} 
figypt 3 
| 


tiust be observed, that in the preceding chapter, Isa- 
iah had foretold the captivity of Jerusalem by the As- 
‘The Jews, however, it seems, did not believe 
They kuew that Egypt and Assyria were 
rival nations, and watched each other's movements 
with the utmost jealousy; and they flattered them- 
selves that should Assyria attempt to subjugate them, 
Egypt would gladly become their ally, in which case 
they had nothing to fear. They trusted in the shadow 
of Egypt; and while Isaiah was warning them of cap- 
‘tivity, they felt so secure, that they commanded the 
| prophets whom they had under their direction, to speak 
only smooth things, and cherish their hopes of the pro- 
tection of Pharaoh. 

But God told them, as we have observed, that Pha- 
‘raoh would prove their shame. And so it actually 
turned out: for when the calamities, which Isaiah bad 
| threatened,came upon them, it was Pharaoh himself who 
was the author of them. Pharaoh Necho first invaded 
| Judea, defeated and slew king Josiah at Megiddo, put 
his successor, Johoiakim, in bends, and carried him to 
Egypt, after having laid a tax upon the country. This 


' roused the jealously of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Assyria. 


syriabs, 


the prophet. 


‘He saw, with indignation, that the rival — r: 
, : or- 

Feypt had extended its conquests towards hisown 
gypt hade 3 q d wasted 


|ders; and he gathered all his fore 
i Judea, took Jerusalem, which he ne 
and carried the people to Babylon, where they r 
ed about seventy years. 


es, came an 
arly destroyed, 
emain- ; 

















Let the reader, with all these circumstances before 
‘him, peruse the chapter under consideration, and he 
will perceive that the smooth prophesying, there men- 
tioned, was not the preaching of any particular scheme 
of religion, but the prophesying of national peace and 
security, when, in fact, the country was ere long to 
become a conquered province of Assyria. Such is the 
circumstance from which the unhappy ignorance of 
modern teachers has taken occasion to raise all the cry 
about ** smooth Preaching.” It is certainly to be 
wished, that before men set up for instructors of others, 
they would themselves learn to understand what they 
say, and whereof they affirm. 

It is curious to observé how the charge of smooth 
preaching is managed. Sometimes an orthodox preach- 
er will bring it against another, who though believing 
just as he does, has not the faculty or the courage to 





hold up the terrors of his doctrine so as to appal his' 
congregation ; sometimes the whole orthodox party 
unites, and brings it against the Unitarians and Uni- 
versalists; and sometimes the Unitarians themselves. 
come forward, and venture to lay the accusation at 
the door of the Universalists. It is a sort of foot ball 
that been kicked around the whole field of con- 
troversy, nobody agreeing where, or to whom, it be- 
it belovgs to those who made it; and, like 


has 


longed. 
ay other ridiculous thing, had better be kept at home, 
lest it should expose the folly ofits authors. MARcus. 





THE SECOND EDITION OF 
BALFOUAR’S INQUIRY, 


Is just published, and now for sale at the bookstore of 
Messrs. Richardson & Lord, Coston; price $1 in! 


boards, and beund. 


Noric 


§,25 


E prefixed to this Edition; 


The following is the 


lt has heen suggested, by many who have read the 
* Inquiry, that it ought to be priuted in a form, and 
suid at a price, suitable toa larger class of readers. A’ 
second edition being called for, the author has availed 
iis suggestion, and would state the follow- | 
ing things in regard to both editions for the informa | 
tion of his readers. 


et 
ta 


hinself of 


| 
Ist. The present edition, printed in a different form, 
and reduced to one half the price, is for substance the | 
very same as the first. Ali that part of the work, con: | 
taintug the arguments and facts, proving that Sheol, 
Hades, Tartarus and Gehenna, do not refer to a place | 
of endicss misery, is the same as in the first edition.— | 
The author has seen no reason to change his opinion, | 
and therefore has made no change in its matter. Any | 
alterations made, are merely verbal, which require no! 
purticular notice, and are rather an improvement of| 
the work. Being more deeply concerned than oven} 
his readers, that the evidence adduced should not be| 
impaired, he has been scrupulously careful that noth-| 
ing of this kind should be omitted, or even abridged, | 
to the injury of the book. 
2d. To reduce the size and price of the present edi- 
tion, the following are all the -principal alterations, 
Which were fuund secessary.—The long quotation in 
regard to the ‘largums, aud some others of a critical 
nature, which were deemed of little value to most’ 
readers, are here abridged, and the latter iv one or two, 


In every instance how- | 
‘ 


instances are entirely omitted. 
ever,the books from wheuce such quotations were tak- 
en are referred to, so that any who are inclined may | 
cousnit them. The two last sections, containing an- 
swers to objections and concluding remarks, in some 
places have also beeu abridged. ‘These, with some 
reflections, and an occasional! superfluous servtence or 
expression not essential to the argament being ¢x 
punged, constitute the alterations in this from the first 
edition. The author would however assure his read- 


ers that nothing has been expunged or abridged of the 
evidence and argument which at contained. 





It is known generaily that during the last winter 
Mr. James Sabine announced in the Boston papers his 
intention to refute the ‘* Inquiry,” if a suitable place 
for that purpose was afforded him. When none of his 
orthodox friends voluntctred their pulpits, and the 
Methodists after granting, withdrew theirs, the Univer- 
salist Society in Charlestown unanimously voted him 
the use of their place of worship fer that purpose.— 
This unexampled instance of candor, liberality, aud 
unfettered inquiry, ought to be universally known for 
universal imitation. Mr. S. accepted their invitation, 
and before a crowded, but attentive audience. deliv- 
ered six lectures, which have since been published.— 
The public can judge if they are any refutation of the 
“Inquiry.” So far asit was concerbed, few I presume 
would blame me for silence, for we believe it is gen- 
erally allowed, that his discoarses do not touch the 
facts and arguments of my book. Indeed he does not 
advocate endless hell torments, but attempts to estab- 
lish a future retribution, which, ifhe bad established, 
would leave the book unaffected. 1 should therefore 
have deemed a reply to his discourses unnecessary but 
for the following reasons 

Ist. ‘The subject of discussion, is of solemn and deep 
interest to all wen. If therefore any additional light 
can be shed on it, by a candid and serious appeal! to 
the Scriptures, it ought io be cone. 
trine of endless hetl torments seems to be given up as 
indefensible by Mr. Sabine, yet i: his doctrine of future 
retribution be a scriptural one, #i ought to be examin- 
ed and believed by us all. 


any 


Since the doc- 


What is truth, respecting 


‘the eternal destinies of men, is 2 question of no ordi- 


nary concern. Iam willing thercfore to follow him to 
his own ground and examine his evidence for a iuture 
retribution. 

2d, Since the ** Inquiry” was published,. atid Mr. 


te 


‘Sabine’s attempt at an answer to it, | have often and 


seriously turned my thoughts to this mnportant subject. 
But so far from being convinced that the views given 
in my book are unscriptural, considerable addiifonal 
evidence has appeared of their trath. We have en- 
tered into a further investigation of the texts of scrip- 
ture which he controverts, together with others by 
which he attempts to prove a future retribution. This 
investigation, not only confirm: in the strongest man- 
ner all we have advauced in the ‘** Inquiry,” but 
proves fatal to his doctrine. If he judged it best in 
answering the ‘* Inquiry,” to abandon the doctrine of 
endless hell torments, and only advocate a future re- 
tribution, it will now be found, that both must be giv- 
en up as unscriptural. !f what we have to advance 
in auswer to Mr. S.’s discourses be true, and it will be 
difficult to prove it false, some entirely new ground 
must be taken by him to support future punishment ip 
another world, either for soul or body, temporary or 
eternal. Such are the reasons which induce us to 
make any reply to Mr. S.’s discourses. An answer may 
therefore be expected to them in a few weeks in a se- 
parate pamphlet. This we have deemed the fairest 
method, for had our reply been added as an appendix 
to this edition, those who purchased the first, wust also 
purchase this to obtain it. 





—_ 


THE FEMALE CHARACTER, 
[From Dr. Sprino’s DiscouRSE ON THE EXCELLENCE 
AND INFLUENCE OF THE FEMALE CHARACTER. | 


J may remark farther, that Neatness and Fasie are 
peculiarly ornamental to the female character. 

In a female, pasticularly, they well deserve the name 
of virtues; for without them, whatever may be her 
excellencies, she has none that will be honored or ac- 
knowledged. A woman may be industrious and eco- 
nomical ; she may possess a well cultivated and richly 
farnished mind; but destitute of neatness and taste, 
she depresses rather than elevates the character of her 
sex, and poisons, instead of purifying, the fouutain of 








domestic and public happiness. 





| ornaments aud conyeuiences of dress? 
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Whatever a misinformed piety may judge, true pie- 
ty, well informed, is the nurse of every personal and 
social virtue. Religion has not unfrequently lest her 
pure and benignant influence, by needlessly arraying 
herself against all those personal accomplishments, 
which, though not the first, constitute one of the ap- 
propriate and important duties of the-female sex. You 
may discover a neatness and taste in the very mind of 
a praiseworthy woman, be her condition in life ever so 
humble. You shall see them interwoven with her 
thoughts, expressions, and conduct, and giving a cast 
to every thing she is, and everything she does. [ler 
manners will partake largely of these, excellent quali- 
ties, and in every respect be the emanation of a meat 
and polished mind, and a well caltivated and benevo- 
lent heart. Equally removed from that affectation at 
softness, which is disgustful and nauseous, and that in. 
trepidity which sets at defiance the maxis of ordiwa- 
ry discretion, they will be modest, pleasing anc “2g” 
fied, and the natural and unstudied expression of that 
cautious delicacy, which is the best guardian of female 
reputatiou.. Her dress should obviously accord with 
the same mental cultivation and refinement. Comfort, 
neatvess and taste, onght always to distinguish it.—- 
Nor is there any reason why christian females shoul: 
be inattentive to their spparel. ‘ Let it ever be re- 
membered, that we live under a dispensation whicl 
grants considerable liberty, in respect to many exter- 
nal circumstances ; that an excessive strictness about 
trifles leads to the neglect of substantial things; and 
that as the ‘* kingdom of God is not meat and drink,’ 
so neither does it consist in any peculiarities of apparel, 
but in righteousness and peace, and joy, in the Moly 
Ghost.”? Iam by no means prepared to subscribe to 
the sentiment that a woman should mark her christian 
principles by any singularity in her dress. There are 
few. things more preposterous, or anti-christian, or that 
lave led to more censurable results. A christian wo- 
inan ought to be distinguishable by her simplicity, her 
neatness, her economy, her healthful and becoming at- 
tire, but never by her stiffness and precision. Nor 
does the gospel proscribe all ornament in the article of 
clothing. It does, indeed, prohibit that profusion of 
ornament, which consists in a studied display of per- 
sonal decorations and eostly array. But no where does it 
interdict that decent regard to external appearance 
which gives respectability to the female character.— 
A woman without respectability is without influence ; 
and without influence, she is without the power of do- 
ing good. Nor dol hesitate to say, that it is no part 
of the religion of the Gospel for a female to be very 
scrupulous in avoiding the common modes of apparel. 
I believe there is much more anxiety, and much more 
attention to dress, and much more sin in studiously 
avoiding them, than in naturally falling in with them. 
Fashions, which characterize a gay and worldly circle, 
a christian woman will avoid. But how ridiculous 
would she appear, to disregard the spirit of the age, 
and cleave to the habiliment of her ancestors, while 
the prevalent modes of dress among persous of ber own 
class, are not inconsistent with modesty and decorum. 
And let it not be forgotten, that there is no intrinsic 
evil in mere dress of any kind. So long as the heart is 
not corrupted, nor the best inrerest of men injured by 
the garments we wear, they are of little account in the 
sight of God. And is there no reason to believe that 
vanity may insinuate itself into the mind from the love 
of plainness and singularity? Do we not all know 
euough of human nature to be satisfied, that a woman 
who is habitually well dressed, thinks less of her ap- 
parel, than the woman who is well dressed only occa- 
sionally, and whose thoughts are incessantly occupied 
about the dress of her neighbors? An Indian may be 
as vain of ber blanket, aud a Quaker of her bounet 
and cap, as a coxcomb is of the newest fashion, or a 
couitier of his splendid retinue. And what would be- 
come of the interests of society, if you proscribe all the 
To what uns 
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toid multitudes do these give useful employment ?— | her distinguished excellence. Let the fear of God 
How large a portion of the Church of God do they | and the love of Jesus Clrist control her domestic vir- 
elevate above want and suffering? How many ben- | tues; let the humility, patience, faith, hope, charity, 
evolent institutions are maintained in existence by the | and resignation of the gospel become interwoven with 
industry of females, in forming articles of mere orna-| her personal accomplishments, and sweeten and gov- 
ment and fancy? And how many streams of charity | ern her conduct; and how lovely is such a woman! 
do they fill, which, without them, would dry? # % * ¥ * * * 

I should be loth to have these suggestions misunder- ]Jow infinitely superior are her charms to all the faci- 
stood or perverted. I plead not for excess and profu- | nations of beauty, all the splendor of external accom- 
sion in apparel. Fxtravagance and finery in dress I) plishment, and all the *‘ delirious joys of giddy dissi- 
would censure and condemn. A fop, or a belle, I | pation !”? How invaluable does such a woman appear, 
All attention to per- ; adorned and dignified, not only by all that earth can 
sonal appearance which excludes higher and more im- | give, but decked in the robes of that piety and loveli- 
portant objects from the mind, is inconsistent with a/ ness which earth can neither give nor take away. 
pure religion. Against the splendor, gaiety and fickle- | 
ness of fashion, the pure and unassuming influence of | 
christian piety is naturally arrayed, And vanity, splen- 
dor, and extravagance in clothing, are the result ofa! 
viliated taste, and never become the person half so! 
well asa beautiful simplicity and neatness. But while | 
I say this, I cannot believe that the religion of the gos. | 
pel requires that we should have no regard tothe feel- 
ings and opinions of human society, or that we should | In Hell you'll welter without end— 
divest ourselves of that self-respect, which renders us | Svsen Cnaven veel be dsbasred. 
respected and useful in the world. ; 

It is possible these thoughts may offend—But sure | Then say,—art perfectly resigned ? 
am I, they present no cause of offence to the most self- | Art Orthodox in this ? 
denying mind, ‘There is a spirit in some of our most Dost wave all hope of joy divine— 
excellent females in relation to the article of dress, that | All hope of Heaven’s bliss? 
requires a more prayerful self-examination than it has | 


would hold in steady contempt. 





From the (Little Falls, N. ¥.) Gospel Inquirer. 


“ No mancan be saved, unless he be first willing to bs 


damned, ’—ORTHODOXY. 


Art willing to be damned my friend? 
If not your case is hard : 


Dost thou consent with all thy heart, 


received. Tomake thy bed in Hell ? 
For myself, | do not believe there is any thing praise- | If so, | may some joy impart. 


worthy in that spirit of female curiosity which inter-_ And tell you, * all is well.” 
feres with the dress of her fellow-christians, and would | 

reduce the taste of the community to any one stand- 
ard. And I have always found that those females who 
are the most officious in these matters, are with few ex- 
ceptions the very persons who would lead the fashion, | 
ifit were intheir power. ‘To such persons I would say, | 
the spirit of God affirms of a virtuous woman, that ‘ail 
her household are clothed in scarlet; that she maketh | 
herself coverings of tapestry, and that her clothing is | 
silk and purple.” 

And the same neatness and taste which ought to be 
discoverable in a lady’s person, ought to be seen in her. 

family, her residence, her furniture, and that, whether 
it be ample and rich or scanty and poor. ‘There isa 
degree of these virtues which ought to pervade a wo- 
man’s entire sphere, and without which,socicty would | 
degenerate into the barbarism’aud violence of the dark | 
ages. And hence this elevation of character is al- 

ways one of the effects of Christianity upon barbarons | This, as 1 tale it, sir, adds much 
nations. It is a sad misconception that the law of God | 

excludes every thing that is refined or ornamental, and 
restricts human enjoyments merely to what is neces- | 
sary to human subsistence. Coarse and depraved in- 
deed, would be that society in which there is nothing | 
for the ease and convenience of life. So long as man- 
kind have a social as well as a moral nature, the cul- 
tivation of an elevated and refined spirit in the female 
sex, deserves a place among her obvious excellencies. 
But I will add, 

Of all others, Personal Piety forms the distinguished 
excellence of the female character. 

‘- Favor is deceitful, and beauty is vain; but the 
woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised.” — 
The virtues to which we have alluded are the glory of 
a woman, bat piety constitutes the crown of her glory. 
I speak not of that piety which exists only in name but 
of that which has its seat in the heart, which trans- 
forms and new creates the soul; and which concen- 
trates its faculties and concentrates them forever upon 
the living God as its portion. Religion in woman, as 
well as in man, is not only ** of the operation of God,” 
but the result of reflection, comparison and choice, 
and consists ina cheerful and happy renunciation of all 


Prythee discuss.—** Well then I think— 
Dear Sir, I think lam 

Wiiling damnation’s cup to drink, 
In honor of the Lamb. 


And surely, *tis a blessed state 
Of mind —for verily 

If man then have temptation great, 
Why he may sin, d'ye see. 


For if he care not whether he 
3e blessed in well doing, 
Or doomed t’ eternal misery, 

The path of vice pursuing, 


*Tis plain that he may take his fill 
Of pleasure and of sin ; 

Stifliog the voice so sweet and still, 
O° th’ monitor within. 


Unto the peace of those, 
Who think that sin produces such 
Sweet joy as some suppose. 


This gives a lease to every fire— 
Aud man may satisfy 

Fach ragivg lust, each warm desire, 
And then im peace may die. 


And thus I live from sorrow free, 
Reckless of what may chance— 

Not caring how my God with me, 
His glory may advance. 

For if fm sent to Hell—why so— 
I’m willing--what’s the odds ? 

And if to Heaven I chance to go, 
The glory all is God’s !” Lucius. 








FOR THE UNIVERSALUT MAGAZINE. 
TOTAL DEPRAVITY. 
Genesis vi. 5, ** And God saw that the wickedness of 


man was great inthe earth, and that every imagina- 


: ; : 
_ of the thoughts of his heart was only evil contin- 
ually.” 





| It seems necessary to offer a few remarks on this 
ae ho ee, oe ee 2 A afc ep ees Pe : 

the heart holds dear, for Jesus Christ,and of every op- | pass ‘ge, on account of its having been often adduced 
osing interest for his ki: I lery. A is is suppor ; : — 
posing interest for his kingdom and glory. And this is (to support the doctrine of total depravity. Itis said to 


x Tce siesta innetinnihntinemisiioniainn 
| prove incontrovertibly that man, in his matioral state 
lean neither perform a good action nor think a good 
thought ; because it expressly asserts that ever 
jination of his heart was only evil continually, 
It is remarkable how unconsciously people, in brine. 
|ing scripture evidence, will adda little to it, just to 
make it answer their purpose. Does this passage say 
any thing about man’s natural state? Nota word,—~ 
| We shall shew, before we conclude, that the state of 
man, here described, was not his natural or ordinary 
istate. To do this, it is necessary only to ebserye that 
the passage relatessolely to that generation which God 
| determined to destroy by the flood ; and that it was de- 
signed to shew that the wickedness of those people 
/was the reason of their destruction. Is not this fact 


| evidence that the people of that age were more wicked 
| 


y imag- 





than those of the preceding ages? If they were not, 

why were they alone destroyed, solely on account of 
their sins, when in fact all mankind, in their natural 
| state, had been just as corrupt as they, for fifteen hund- 
red years before? 1 recollect reading a sermon lately, 
j in which the author asserted that it was Noah’s fate 
to see one race buried in the waters, on account of its 
| wickedness, and that he lived to be the progenitor of 
| another race. no better than that ! The common no- 
tion would make it appear that God knew that the 
‘people of Noah’s time were exactly what mankind al- 
ways bad been, and weuld always continue to be; and 
that he therefore teok a special offence against them, 
| and destroyed them by a fearful judgment, from which 
| he has spared all their equals in guilt for more than 
‘five thousand years! 


But the very nature of the circumstance, as well as 
the connexion of the passage under consideration, 
ishews that these people were uncommonly wicked, 
‘and that this was the reason of their destruction.— 
i Here it should be particularly observed that this fact 
'completely disproves the common doctrine of total de- 
| pravity ; for it proves that there are different degrees 
‘of wickedness among mankind, which could not be the 
‘case were they fofaly depraved. It proves, to use 
the language of this passsce, that in other ages, every 
|imagination of the thoughts of man’s heart was not 
evil coutinualiy. 
It is reasonable also to suppose that the language of 
this passage, as applied to the Aniediluvians, must be 
understood as hyperbolical ; for it is impossible to con- 
ceive of a Whole race of men becoming entirely desti- 
tute of all goodness. Can man ever sink toa state of 
such moral insensibility, that his conscience will bear 
no witness against him, and his thoughts never accuse 
each other? So long as he feels the least movement of 
conscience, so long as there is a single thought within 
him that accuses his wickedness, he {s not entirely des- 
titute of moral goodness. The connexion of the pas- 
sage under consideration must not be received in its 
strictly literal sense; and we must make some allow- 
ance for the strong language of the passage itself: 
‘“ And God saw that the wickedness of man was great 
in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts 
of his heart, was only evil continually. And it repent- 
ed the Lord that he he had made man on the earth, 
and it grieved him at his heart. And the Lord said, I 
will destroy man whom I have created from the face 
of the earth, both man and beast, and the creeping 
thing and the fowls of the air; forit repenteth me that 
| have made them.” Marcus. 
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Married, in Scituate, by Rev. Benjamin W age : 

Mr. Lewis Gross to Miss Deborah F. Leavett, bot de. 
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